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Introduction 

What we've been up to… 

Hyaena Captures 

 

 

Later footage and photos, as well as field observa-

tions, showed the male juvenile walking normally and 

putting pressure on his leg which showed no signs of 

infection, so we expect him o make a full recovery. 

Chiwamba, a series of villages 15km from Lilongwe  

was our next area for captures. Though the hyaenas 

took a while to appear, they soon came in close 

enough, and the larger of the three present at thebait 

was darted. She turned out to be a female that had 

been collared previously, but the data will still be very 

useful (Fig 2).  

More Cubs 

URBHY16, recently introduced us to her new cubs 

which we estimate to be about three months old. 

They had been born within the Presidential 

Statehouse grounds, and been carried across town to 

sanctuary. Popping up on all our cameras within the 

sanctuary area, they are clearly growing and exploring 

the area. We will be keeping a close eye on them over 

the next few months (Fig 3). 

Captures  

September, with the arrival of our volunteer vet Ju-

dith, marked the beginning of another attempt to 

capture and collar hyaenas. After a few weeks of 

baiting, the hyaenas were coming in at predictable 

times and behaving calmly around the baiting area. 

We were confident we would be able to capture 

quickly. 

When it comes to wildlife capture, nothing runs as 

you’ve planned it. As if the Bunda clan knew what 

was about to happen, after arriving with the vet and 

setting up the capture site, none of the hyaena 

showed, a pattern that continued for about a week. 

Frustrated, we decided to leave them and turn our 

attention to the Lilongwe urban clan. 

The first night baiting the urban clan, we noticed 

that a subadult, URBHY22 had a snare on his back 

left leg, and was unable to put any weight on it.  We 

prepared a dart, and within a few hours were able 

to capture him. The wound was deep, but we were 

confident it was not bad enough for the leg to be 

amputated, we treated him with anti-

inflammatories and antibiotics and after a quick re-

versal, he was on his way (Fig 1). We later estimat-

ed, using recent camera trap photos, that the snare 

had been on for roughly only 24 hours. 

Figure 3. Two cubs belonging to URBHY6. 

Figure 2. URBHY21 had previously been collared in 2019 within 

Lilongwe. So far, she has remained in village areas and only 

touched on the edges of Lilongwe city.  

Figure 1. The young male subadult who had unfortunately been 

caught in a snare. Luckily he had managed to chew through the 

wire attached to the anchor point,  otherwise we may never had 

spotted him. 
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Hyaena Movements: 01/09/21-30/09/21 

 

 

 

 

Collared Hyaena  

Individuals: URBHY01/URBHY16//URBHY21/BUNHY01 

Overall Movements 

Movements: 

With the newly collared female at Chiwamba, it has already become clear that she, and the females within the city 

come into regular and close contact. Although URBHY21 has been seen (and captured) within the urban females 

hotspot, it is not clear how these two clans live alongside each other; but it is clear that there is lots of overlap in terri-

tories. The female at Bunda continues to occupy a smaller home range than the other three adults. 

Figure 4, Hyaena movements for September for all four collared females. 
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Camera Traps  

Results from our weekly camera trap checks: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

September Results 

Date Set Location Species Seen Active Y/N 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 1) South African porcupine, hyaena Y 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 2)  

South African porcupine, side 

striped jackal, unidentified 

mongoose, hyaena. 

Y 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 3B) 

South African porcupine, common 
duiker. 

Y 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 3C) 

 South African porcupine, helmeted 
guineafowl, hyaena 

Y 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Kumbali Side striped jackal, spotted hyaena.  Y 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Bunda College (Den 1) Yellow baboon N 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Bunda College (Den 2) 

South African porcupine, yellow 
baboon. 

N 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Bunda College (Den 3) Blotched genet,  giant pouched rat N 

01/09/2021 - 

30/09/2021 
Bunda College (Den 4) No activity N 
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September In Pictures  

Figure 6. When the adults are out, the cubs are getting up to mis-

chief. Cubs are very curious, testing out objects with their mouths 

and exploring areas around the den. 

Figure 7. One of the Bunda cubs is caught during its nightly antics, 

here testing the strength of this shoe. 

Figure 8. While looking for new dens within activity hotspot 

areas, it is always nice to take a moment to appreciate the envi-

ronment we are in. 

Figure 9. Although caught in a snare at the beginning of the 

month, URBHY22 has made great progress, walking normally 

again. 

Figure 10. After hearing a rustling in the tree above while 

trying to capture, a quick look with an infra red camera rev-

eled a genet eating some of the stolen bait. 

Figure 5, URBHY16 has been busy looking after her two cubs, 

showing them all the dens in Sanctuary. 
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CRM Funders and Supporters 

CRM would like to thank all our funders and collaborators. 

 

  


