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New Face 

 

Sam is the latest member to join the 

CRM team, having spent the last year 

in and out of lockdowns in England. 

He joins us ready and eager to get his 

hands dirty and involved with the 

project. 

Previous to joining CRM, Sam has 

done volunteering in a wildlife park in 

England and South Africa during his 

gap year. There he worked with 

Western Lowland gorillas, Malayan 

tapirs, along with many other African 

mammals and birds. Since then, Sam 

went to the University of Leeds, 

where he obtained a degree in Zoolo-

gy and a Biodiversity and Conserva-

tion MSc. 

A short stint working in a pub, and 

pandemic later, he is in Malawi ready 

and looking forward to starting his 

career in the conservation sector. 
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Introduction 

What we've been up to… 

Bunda College hyaena capture phase 
starts. 

 

 

Figure 3. The site under Bunda mountain selected for 

hyaena call ins and capture attempts. 

of the clan we had observed. One of the hyaena 

activated a leg hold trap, but unfortunately avoided 

capture. Although they continued to feed, they were 

much more weary, and presented Hezy with little 

opportunity for a shot. We will continue to return for 

the next week and remain hopeful that we will have 

some success.  

Both URBHY01 and URBHY16 were very active in May,  

with URBHY01 making a trip that went right out of the 

city (Fig 4a). Both collared hyaena showed activity 

hotspots within the city (Fig 4b), but had more wide 

ranging movements on the outskirts of the city. 

Already we are starting to see subtle differences in 

the ranging behavior between areas. 

 

May has been an exciting month, with our main 

focus being on the hyaena at Bunda College. Having 

set up two camera locations within the Bunda 

grounds, the second site proved to be more popular 

with the hyaena and we were able to identify three 

individuals (Fig 1 & 2). Our initial plan was to place 

leg hold traps at this site, but after speaking with 

chiefs in the local area, we changed our plan slightly. 

The chiefs showed us to an area where the hyaena 

were thought to be denning. Getting close to the 

site, hyaena were seen running into their den. After 

swiftly leaving so as not to disturb them further, we 

identified an open area nearby more suited to 

darting (Fig 3). 

With our new capture site identified, the next step 

was to start  hyaena call ins, to determine how many 

were in the area, and to start to habituate them to 

our presence. This involved baiting the area, and 

playing recordings of hyaena feeding and long 

distance calls. After an initial night of no activity, the 

hyaena showed up each evening, along with a few 

jackals. We eventually counted 4 individuals, two of 

which we think were the same mother and young 

seen on our cameras (Fig 1). 

With the hyaena being increasingly used to our 

presence, Hezy, our vet was scheduled to start  

capturing from Monday 31st May. We initially 

planned to use a combination of leg hold traps and 

free darting to account for the different behaviors 

Figure 1.  Two hyaena captured on a camera trap be-

lieved to be a mother and her juvenile. 

Figure 2. The third individual identified from the cam-

era traps 
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Hyaena Movements: 01/05/21-31/05/21 

 Urban Clan 

Individuals: URBHY01/URBHY16 

Overall Movements Activity Hotspots 

Movements: 

URBHY01 travelled approximately 484.6 km during May, while URBHY16 travelled approximately 434.7 km.  

Note: These measurements are based on straight line distances between each point, so actual total distances travelled are likely to be much greater.

Figure 4a.The movement of URBHY01 and URBHY16 across 

Lilongwe and surrounding areas.  

4a) 4b) 

Figure 4b. The three main activity 

hotspots within the city. 
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Camera Traps  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May Results 

Date Set Location Species Seen Active Y/N 

01/05/2021 - 

31/05/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 1) 

 

Spotted Hyaena, South African 

Porcupine, Side Striped Jackal 

 

Y 

01/05/2021 - 

31/05/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 2)  

Spotted Hyaena, South African 

Porcupine, Side Striped Jackal,  

Common Duiker 

Y 

01/05/2021 - 

31/05/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 3B)  N/A N/A 

01/05/2021 - 

31/05/2021 
Sanctuary (Den 3C)  N/A  N/A 

01/05/2021 - 

31/05/2021 
Kumbali  N/A  N/A 

01/05/2021 - 

31/05/2021 
Bunda College 

Spotted Hyaena, Large Spotted 
Genet 

Y 
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May In Pictures  

Figure 5. Having fed, this individual decided to rub the food 

into its coat. 

Figure 

6. The process of habituating the hyaena with our presence 

involved gradually exposing them to the red light. 

Figure 7. Having set up the bait to be roughly 20m from the 

car, we were able to enjoy the sun go down. 

Figure 8. Chirag here setting up a leg hold trap, in total four 

were placed in this small area enclosing some bait. 

Figure 9. Brennan adding the final touches, making sure it 

looked as natural as possible. 

Figure 10. Though we focus on hyaena, it is always nice to 

see other species, in this case helmeted guineafowl. 
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CRM Funders and Supporters 

CRM would like to thank all our funders and collaborators. 

 

  


